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Formative feedback    

Overall Comments

A good start with lots to develop (as discussed) over the coming months!

Assessment potential 

Assignment 1 

You may want to get credit for your hard work and achievements with the 
OCA by formally submitting your work for assessment at the end of the 
module. More and more people are taking the idea of lifelong learning 
seriously by submitting their work for assessment but it is entirely up to you. 
We are just as keen to support you whether you study for pleasure or to 
gain qualifications. Please consider whether you want to put your work 
forward for assessment and let me know your decision when you submit 
Assignment 2. I can then give you feedback on how well your work meets 
the assessment requirements.

Feedback on assignment 

In this first assignment, you have concentrated on experimenting with different techniques 
to disrupt existing photographs (using family snapshots – yours or others.) These have 
been sent for assessment in the original photo lab envelope pictures like these come back 
from the lab in. These experiments include in camera and digital interventions, mainly to 
mask the identity of the subjects in the photographs (which are of family and friends - 
amateur ‘snapshot’ type photography.) You’ve laid out your descriptions of your thought 
processes and working methods for this first assignment well on your LL. 
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As you state in your LL, you identify research in this area (manipulated work using the 
archive) falls into several broad categories. In each of these categories, I’ve mentioned a 
project that you might benefit from exploring: 

1. .Subject matter: manipulated work examining personal memory  
(Good examples to look at in this category might be: 
Sara Davidmann’s Ken - to be Destroyed project.  
http://saradavidmann.com/ken.html) 

2. Formal techniques: work that incorporates an element of 
defacement of the photograph (work such as Tom Butler’s recent 
manipulated Carte de Visites: https://
thephotographersgallery.org.uk/whats-on/exhibitions/tom-butler-
divided-self) 

3. A third category here might be work which explores the systems and 
structure which inform data bases and archives. A good example to 
look at here would be Trevor Paglen’s recent work ‘ A study of 
Invisible Images’ looking at the ways in which neural networks ‘learn’ 
images: http://www.metropictures.com/exhibitions/trevor-paglen4 

4. It’s also worth having a look at the work that Cindy Sherman has 
been doing for Instagram over the past year or so, using readily 
available ‘beauty’ apps to distort faces). https://
www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2017/aug/09/cindy-sherman-
instagram-selfies-filtering-life 

In this submission, you are not specifically thinking about your theme, but rather 
experimenting with technique. As you move forward, you will begin to consider what 
exactly it is regarding ‘meditations on personal identity, anonymity, loss of individuality, 
dehumanisation’ that you want to pursue and develop. 

Do bear in mind that all photography - without exception -  is by the very nature of what 
photography IS is about what you describe as ‘the fragility of memory’. By it’s capturing 
of a moment, the photograph cannot avoid being inextricably linked to memory. 

For your next submission, I think you want to begin to think about your theme.  

Who do you want this work to be about for example? 
Do you want to work on individual images which are then brought together into series, etc 
(as, for example with an artists such as John Stezaker). Or do you want to pursue a 
personal story with a narrative structure as Sara Davidmann does in Ken, to be Destroyed. 

You don’t necessarily have to have answers to these questions yet – you have, however, to 
begin to consider them carefully. 
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Coursework
See main body of the text
Research
See main body of the text
Learning Log
See main body of the text
Suggested reading/viewing 
See main body of the text
Pointers for the next assignment / assessment
Suggested reading/viewing 
See main body of the text

Student Feedback: 

Discussing this initial work helped me to see more clearly ways in which I can move 
forward with the broad theme of ‘memory’ and in particular the need to narrow that huge 
theme down to a coherent and interesting subject. Even before the tutorial I had decided 
to move on from this particular concept of snapshots / personal memory loss but hadn’t 
necessarily pinned down my next move. Following the discussion I have a general plan 
for experimenting in two different directions over the next two assignments (multiple 
memories / lost objects).

I concur that using the assignment more to experiment with visual techniques than 
having a robust underpinning of subject matter might be an unusual approach, and that I 
need to move on to firming up ideas on what the work is ‘about’ rather than continuing to 
experiment with form.

I’m getting a stronger feel for the potential overall ‘shape’ of the body of work – I’m 
envisioning a collection of single images that carry a coherent message when presented 
together, rather than a ‘personal journey’ narrative – and this is guiding my current 
thinking.

I’m also now more open to incorporating ideas from parallel personal projects and 
potentially taking a more playful approach – the conversation led me to connect ideas 
that had previously existed in different parts of my mind.
RT
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