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Part 1: 
Preamble and context



This document is in two parts. 

This first part serves to introduce the Portfolio PDF that is intended 
to be shared with selected photography industry professionals to 
obtain feedback on my body of work Remembering Forgetting. 
Below it details who I intend to send the final Portfolio PDF to, and 
includes proposed text of a sample request message to a potential 
reviewer. 

Part 2 is the proposed draft of the Portfolio PDF itself.

Introduction

Dear Andrew / Charlie / Paul, 

I am getting in touch to ask if you would be generous enough to 
spare a little time to look at my current photography portfolio and 
provide some feedback in your capacity as a photographic artist / 
curator / industry professional. 

I am in the final year of a BA (Hons) Photography degree with the 
Open College of the Arts and am at the stage where I am preparing 
to take my major project to a public audience. As part of this, I’d like 
to get some honest feedback from selected industry professionals. 

Attached is a PDF summarising my current project, which 
investigates ideas around memory slippage and forgetfulness. 

Any feedback would be most welcome – whether written, verbal or 
over a video chat. If you normally have a fee for a portfolio review, 
just let me know as I am happy to pay for your time. 

I would very much appreciate your insight and perspective on the 
portfolio and look forward to hearing back from you. 

Kind regards, 

[…] 

Proposed request wording

Proposed recipients

My plan is to seek the feedback of three specific individuals, each of 
whom has experience of the wider art photography industry and a 
valid opinion on the kind of conceptual photography I wish to 
make. 

• Andrew Conroy: photographer and OCA tutor (at the suggestion 
of Garry Clarkson) 

• Charlie Booth: Interim Curator at Open Eye Gallery, Manchester 

• Paul Herrmann: Director of Redeye photography network



Part 2: 
Proposed Portfolio PDF



Remembering 
Forgetting 

Rob Townsend 

April 2020



I’m Rob Townsend, a photographer and part-time student from the 
North of England. I enrolled on an art photography degree in my 
forties and immersed myself in a new world of visual creativity. 

I use photography to depict the unseen, the interior world, the 
landscape of the mind. In my practice I aim to capture overlooked 
slices of the everyday world that to me hold an invisible power to 
express or provoke sensations, ideas, emotions or particularly 
memories. 

My work is principally concerned with the complexity and 
unreliability of human memory, sparked by self-reflection of my own 
deteriorating memory. I am increasingly curious about the invisible, 
interconnected processes of remembering and forgetting. 

I’d like people that see my work to think about their own memory, 
to ponder its unpredictability and fragility. 

Photography CV at end of this document

About me

Remembering Forgetting emerged from a series of walks around 
my local area, noting memories that were triggered by what I 
observed. I became fascinated by the notion of memory slippage, 
that an abandoned chair could make me think about having missed 
someone’s birthday. 

The project evolved into a personal meditation on middle-aged 
memory; I became curious about the fine line between forgetting 
just enough and forgetting too much. 

With this meander through my own remembered lapses I want to 
shine a light on the intricacy and frailty of memory. I’d like to 
encourage reflection on how a visual image or scene can trigger an 
unrelated memory, and of how forgetting is an invisible yet 
significant part of life. I use the work to explore how human memory 
processes work – or sometimes don’t. 

robtownsend.com/rememberingforgetting

About the work

http://robtownsend.com/rememberingforgetting




































April 2020: Project Remembering Forgetting selected as finalist in 
Zealous Portfolio Challenge contest 

March 2020: Project Two Kinds of People? selected for Harvard 
College Library Digital Archive section on Brexit 

March 2020: Single image Prom Scene selected for exhibition at 
Feature Shoot Print Swap exhibition, BBA Circle Gallery, Berlin 

July 2019: Collaborative photobook Brand New Day; six images 
including cover image; alongside five other photographers 

June 2019: Project Two Kinds of People? plus interview published 
on Photograd photography blog 

July 2018: six images in Dog Week group exhibition at Joe Cornish 
Gallery, Northallerton 

Rob Townsend 
+44 (0) 7800 877932 
rob@robtownsend.com 
robtownsend.com

May 2018: Pop-up exhibition Memory Waves in Kirkbymoorside as 
part of Dementia Action Week 

April 2018: Project In Search of Lost Gloves plus interview published 
on Fable & Folk photography blog 

March 2018: Book dummy In Search of Lost Gloves selected for 
Print Stuff / Lens Think photobook fair, York 

2016 to date: charity commissions for Ryedale Foodbank and 
Musical Memories CIC 

2015–16: up to 20 framed images exhibited in local community hub 
as part of local artist support initiative; 13 sales made 

2013 to date: studying for BA (Hons) Photography with the Open 
College of the Arts (distance learning arm of the University for the 
Creative Arts)

Photography CV
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