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New exhibition blends online and offline experiences to reflect on our faulty memories 

Emerging photographic artist Rob Townsend has launched a virtual exhibition and 
accompanying catalogue, Remembering Forgetting, showcasing a series of artworks aimed at 
provoking reflection about the unreliability of memory. 

The online exhibition uses virtual reality software, viewable on a standard web browser, to 
simulate a three-dimensional gallery space to wander around from the comfort of your own 
home. Online visitors can request a complimentary copy of a limited edition printed exhibition 
catalogue, posted anywhere in the world while stocks last. 

The project uses a combination of photographs – some melancholy, some humorous – with 
remembered fragments of personal memory lapses. The intent is to make viewers consider their 
own memory and ponder how common and significant forgetting is as a cognitive experience. 
Visitors can contribute their own memory lapses to a video slideshow in the exhibition. 

Speaking about the idea to have a hybrid virtual/physical presentation, Townsend said: “The 
original idea was to have a physical exhibition, but like so many things it was impacted by the 
pandemic restrictions. The virtual exhibition is the closest thing to being in a real gallery, and I 
love the idea that an exhibition about memory can have the catalogue as a physical memento of 
the digital experience. It’s the best of both worlds.” 

The exhibition runs until 31st January 2021 at www.rememberingforgetting.com  

About the artist 

Rob Townsend is a practicing photographic artist specialising in projects around memory. He 
has had work published in magazines such as Living North, online on photography sites such as 
Source, Photograd and Fable & Folk, and exhibited as part of shows by Feature Shoot, Shutter 
Hub and the Association of Photographers. He has had three previous solo photography 
exhibitions and this is his first virtual show. 

Contact details 

Email:  rob@robtownsend.com 

Website: www.robtownsend.com  

Press kit: www.robtownsend.com/press  

Instagram: instagram.com/robtownsend  

Twitter: twitter.com/robtownsend  
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